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matters come home to the whole community,
and whoever   discharges  public   functions   in

obliged to walk in the lighi Greece is often
cited as a precedent in favour of democratic
institutions. Many of the Greek rejtuljlieK
were far enough from being democratic?: let us
however take the case of Athonn, whoso institu-
tions were pre-eminently of a popular character.
In one sense Athens was a democracy, hut
hardly in the modern sense. The Athenian
freemen were few in comparison of thoso
inhabitants of Attica who had, no political
privileges whatever. To the latter class bo-
longed some ten thousand strangers and about
four hundred thousand slaves. Among thotw
the Athenian citizens ranged, a small ancl select
body; how small wo may imagine when we
recollect that Attica was about the HISSO of an
English county, that half of it coitHiwtod of
barren mountain* and the rest of soil by no
means fertile. In the enjoyment of ample
leisure, (the hard work of the eoiintry being
performed by their slaves,) the small minority